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YA KID AND 
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SEE YOU IN 
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COMUNE) \N TWO 

WEEKS TIME. 
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Dear Karen, 
Onty in SWAMP THING could an issue 
that was nearly half reprint become an 
_ integral part of the title character's saga. 
issue 33 was as much a classic in its 
way as HOUSE OF SECRETS 92 was. | 
loved the handling of the two hosts from 
the Houses, their being Cain and Abel 
and their complaint that man no longer 
looks to his myths for guidance. Also 
very original (and logical) was making 
the Houses parts of the racial sub- 
conscious, the shared memories we all 
have. But that’s Alan Moore's trade- 
mark, breathing new life into char- 
acters everyone had given up on. And 
for this comic fandom must be grateful. 

Ron Randall did a great job on the art; 
this must be one of the few books where 
the fill-in artists are as good as the 
regular team. Also loved the three 
poster pages, especially Abby’s new 
look; and the book's last panel was very 
original. 

Now that it’s confirmed that Swam- 
py’s an Earth Champion, you have vast 
potential for future stories, not least of 
which being what these most recent 
sour times are and if any other Cham- 
pions still survive. How I'd love to have 
been a fly on the wall at that plotting 
session (though flies carry evil conno- 
tations in this book). 

Anyway, until the next issue of one of 
the best mags on the market, bye for 
now. ; 

Mark Dito 
13 Cameron Ave. 
Earlwood 2206 
‘ Sydney, Australia 
Since | edited HOUSE OF MYSTERY for 
three years (it was also my very first title 
as editor), | hold a special place in my 
heart for Cain, Abel, and the horror 
genre in general, Mark. Unfortunately, 
the comic book marketplace of the early 
eighties didn’t support the “mystery” 
books, thus resulting in the cancella- 
tion of the few remaining hold-outs from 
the sixties and seventies. (At its heydey 
in the mid-seventies, a minimum of 
eight to ten “mystery” and super- 
natural titles were published yearly by 
OC.} But trends are known to reverse 
themselves, and maybe with the current 
popularity of movie thrillers and 
Stephen King, interest in horror comics 
will be sparked once more. 


oars 
Dear Sirs, 


I'm finally sending you the letter that 
I've meant to write since discovering the 


“new” SWAMP THING. | regularly read 
many comics, but this book is undoubt- 
edly the highlight of each month. 

In my opinion the quality of writingon 
SWAMP THING far exceeds that of any 
other book currently produced, of which 
there are many fine ones. What really 
gets me is that a British writer consis- 
tently creates more natural and authen- 
tic American dialogue than any of his 
American contemporaries. H dialogue 
and characterization were Alan’s only 
strong points, that would be great, but 
he also comes up with some of the most 
original and outstanding plots I've seen. 
I don’t think anyone could have come up 
with as fine a framing sequence as Alan 
did in issue #33. For the first time in my 
years of collecting, I’m looking for back 
issues because of the writer and notthe 
artist. 

Which is not to slight Messrs. Bissette 
and Totleben. They have come up witha 
look and atmosphere uniquely suited to 
SWAMP THING. Some of the bizarre 
imagery may turn off some readers, but! 
find that it enhances the stories tremen- 
dously. It’s also nice to see artists who 
seem to recall the old “Underground” 
horror comix of the late 60's and early 
70's. 

Thank you for all the entertainment 
that you've provided me. | look forward 
to future issues and to Alan’s new series 
THE WATCHMEN. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick Hilger 

2827 W. Chestnut Ave. 

Altoona, PA 16601 

if you want to get a peek at THE 

WATCHMEN '‘s creative team in action, 

Patrick, be sure to grab “For the Man 

Who Has Everything,” SUPERMAN 

ANNUAL #11, on sale in just a few 
weeks. 
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Dear Editor, 

Issues 32 and 33 of SWAMP THING 
were told ina manner reminiscentof the 
Wein-Wrightson days this book enjoyed 
@ decade ago. Each was a separate 
story, with no subplots. 

Next, my comments on #33. Ithinkthe 
cover leaves something to be desired, 
due to the lack of human emotion in 
Abby’s face. In the original cover (for 
HOUSE OF SECRETS 92) by Berni 
Wrightson, Linda‘s face is full of emo- 
tion. “Abandoned Houses” was perfect 
as the swan song of Gain and Abel. |lwas 
thrilled to see them again, although 
different circumstances, such as their 


appearance in their own books (HOUSE 
OF SECRETS and HOUSE OF MYSTERY) 
once more, would have been better. 
Rex Gambill 
109 Stonefield Court 
Warner Robins, GA 
/ don’t know if we could still get away 
with doing a cover of a frightened Abby 
and the horrible, hideous swamp 
monster anymore, Rex, especially when 
issue #33 followed practically on the 
heels of the Annual. | mean, if someone 
went to Hell to save your soul, would 
you be scared next time you saw him? 
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Dear Editor: 

SWAMP THING #33 was a delight. If 
SWAMP THING is going to feature other 
DC characters, then Cain and Abel are 
the right characters to be used. It’s very 
appropriate for the Swamp Thing to 
meet DC’s supernatural characters, for 
they fit in the character's milieu. The 
recent SWAMP THING ANNUAL featur- 
ing the Spectre and the Demon is a good 
example. 

The reprint in this issue shows that 
Berni Wrightson and Len Wein are sti// 
SWAMP THING’s definitive writer/ar- 
tist team, since Wein and Wrightson are 
the title’s creators. It's hard for one 
person to work with another person‘s 
characters as well as the originators. 
Nevertheless, Alan Moore and Steve 
Bissette have made this series work 
because they are not slavish imitators of 
Wein and Wrightson. This brings us to 
Ron Randall. 

Randall's work on this issue recalls 
the etherealness and mysteriousness of 
Wrightson, although Randall’s work 
doesn’t have the heavy shading and sil- 
houetting of Wrightson’s art. Should 
Bissette or Totleben leave SWAMP 
THING, Ron Randail would be a worthy 
successor. 

Now, if you can only produce a Nestor 
Redondo reprint with new artwork by 
Richard Corben. 

Billy Ford 

1714 Shewalt Drive 

Richmond, VA 23228 

I'm confused, Billy. How does one 

produce a Nestor Redondo reprint with 

new artwork by Richard Corben? Forgive 

the valley girl speech pattern, but like, 

what happens to Nestor’s artwork, you 
know? 
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Dear Karen, 
Do you know why | like SWAMP 


THING so much? It is because you have 
been featuring so many unjustly ignored 
OC characters lately. Deadman, Demon, 
Phantom Stranger, and Spectre all filled 
bit parts in the annual, and all were 
Necessary. Now in issue #33 we get 
Cain and Abel and their houses (Secrets 
and Mystery). More, more, morel 
(Please.) This, plus the tribute to Pogo 
and creator, the late Walt Kelly, is why | 
buy SWAMP THING. 

A question has been raised by the 
reprinted story. What has happened to 
altthe previous Earth Elementals, all the 
Swamp Things, if you will? Did they all 
get destroyed or take up root when their 
need had passed? Or are one or two of 
them still wandering around today? If 
that is the case, you have a possible 


Story where the current Swampy meets , 


an earlier one. Think about it. 
Jef Peckham 
4303 Pearl, #4 
Kansas City, KS 66103 
You bet we are, Jef. 
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Dear Swampish Ones, 

I’ve been hearing it (and thinking it) 
over and over. again for months now, but 
after reading #33, I'm truly convinced 
that Alan Moore just must be a genuine- 
ly fine. writer. (I guess I’m just hard to 

. finally convince!) | mean, anyone who 
can-work the wonders he did here with 
Cain and Abel has got to have some- 
thing. The old “House” books, and the 
“mystery” line in general, were at besta 
father mediocre, uneven lot. Oh, sure, 
there were many fine and memorable 
stories, but their traditional role as a 
training ground for new talent was 
mostly much in evidence. Cain and Abel 
(and all those other hosts) were merely 
along for the ride, being usually super- 
fluous to the stories and sometimes 
grating on the nerves. Alan has made 
this pair believable, relevant, logical, 
and even, yes, frightening. | actually find 
myself wondering about how they‘re 
getting along now. 

And, wonder of wonders, Alan has 
now worked the original, “trial run” 
Swamp Thing story into the present 
continuity. What's more, it has not been 
just needlessly grafted onto the current 
series as an exercise in elaboration, but 
father it actually makes sense and will 
apparently play a significant role in the 
coming story line. If | didn’t know better, 
1 might even think you planned it this 
way. But even Len Wein doesn’t plot 
that far ahead! (Right? | said, right?) 

Seldom have | enjoyed a reprint (or 
half-reprint) issue as much as | did this 


bi T.M. Maple 
Box 1272, Station B 

Weston, ONT M9L2R9 

For my money, T.M., the thing that was 
so great about the mystery books was 
the very fact that they served as a train- 
ing ground for beginners. After all, inthe 
late sixties and early seventies, the 
“new talent’ was Wrightson, Kaluta, 
Wein, Wolfman, Conway, and the list 
goes on. Everyone’s got to start some- 
place, and it’s a shame that DC's 
TALENT SHOWCASE is the only current 


regular “tyro” publication in. the in- 
dustry. But, getting back to the issue at 
hand, | honestly was a bit wary myself 
when Alan first told me he.was going to 
use Cain and Abel in the framing 
sequence. It was hard to imagine those 
two strange, comic personalities fitting 
in with the SWAMP THING mood. Need! 
say more, Alan’s handling of the char- 
acters speaks for itself: And | also find 
myself wondering just how Cain and 
Abel are doing, and if the first murder is 
being committed again, right now. 
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Dear Swamp Things, 

I have read issues 1-10 of the original 
SWAMP THING series with Len Wein 
and Berni Wrightson, | saw the movie 
twice and have the entire run of the 
SAGA OF THE SWAMP THING and, 
believe it or not, this is the first time I've 
written to the book! I'm sorry, but you do 
deserve it. 

SOTST #33 was a true horror story 
despite the reprint. | knew those guys on 
page two looked familiar and | didn’t 
recognize them until page three when 
they introduced the two houses! 

It seems that | understand why the 
House of Mystery is bigger than the 
House of Secrets. You see, there are not 
many secrets and many secrets are 
leaked to other people and so they 
become mysteries. It is a known fact that 
there are more mysteries: in the world 
today than there are secrets. Hence the 
larger size of the House of Mystery! 

The Swamp Thing has gone from 
being my least-liked character to prac- 
tically my favorite character. Why? | 
honestly don’t know. Maybe it’s the 
stories. I’m the kind of person who loves 
@ good horror and suspense story and 


“the whole run of SOTST has been one 


good horror story after another. Some of 
them-are good enough to rival Stephen 
King himself! | wonder if he reads 
SWAMP THING? 

I can’t wait and see what's in store for 
everybody's favorite muck-encrusted 
monster. Hey, howsabout a third an- 
nual? 

Mark Stanislawski 

117 Cornflower Dr. 

Milford, CT 06460 

No plans for an annual this year, Mark, 

what with the complexity and con- 

tinuity of the “American Gothic” story 
line. But, maybe next year. 
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Dear Karen, 

Alan is.a writer that reaches down 
into a word and brings new meaning to 
it. His depth of writing—at_ times— 
catches the reader by surprise and 
provokes a mental response just as deep 
and as serious as was the catalyst that 
Alan created. 

Issue 33 guest-starring Cain and Abel 
brought back a few memories of their 
odd but truly eerie tales. | for one feel 
guilty about their demise. For | never 
regularly bought their comics. | should 
have, and as the saying goes, you never 
truly appreciate what you have until it's 
gone. And | feel terrible about what | 
didn’t do for the HOUSE OF SECRETS 


and. the HOUSE OF MYSTERY. But, 

regardless, | thoroughly enjoyed seeing 

them both again in this issue. Ijust wish 

there were some way you could use 
them again. 

Don Ice Jr. 

R.D. 4 Cedar Manor 

Elisabethtown, PA 17022 


anne 
Dear Swamp Storytellers, 

As an emergency fill-in, “Abandoned 
Houses” was a great story, but how can 
you expect anything less from Alan 
Moore? | was surprised and pleased to 
see how you worked Len Wein’s classic 
tale into the current story line in this 
book. Some things bother me, though. 
I've always wanted to know whatever 
happened afterwards to Linda Olsen 
Ridge, Alex Olsen, and now the other 
Swamp Things that Abel mentions. 
Anyway, it was a fine tribute to DC’s_ 
mystery mags. 

| wasn’t familiar with Ron Randall 
before this, but | think he’s an excellent 
artist. He captured the mood of the story 
and the personality of the characters 
beautifully! | especially liked the piece of 
crumpled paper at the end that caused 
me to take a second glancel | also 
enjoyed the special poster gallery this 
issue! 

Neil Ahiquist 
3932 Tyler St. NE 
Columbia Heights, MN 55421 
We were real pleased with Ron's art as 
well, Neil. If you'd like to see more of his 
work, check out the BARREN EARTH 
mini-series, released about six months 
ago, but should still be available at your 
local comic shop, and the upcoming 
graphic novel, ME AND JOE PRIEST 

written by Greg Potter. 3 

aenee 
Dear Karen, 

tf fandom ever gave out an award for 
the best and most creative “‘filler” issue 
of a comic book, there is little doubt that 
SWAMP THING #33 would win. 

How many times in a fill-in issue of a 
comic can you ever recall seeing: 

1. a postmortem tribute to two of 
comic's best horror titles? 

2. the finest characterization of the 
two hosts of the aforementioned horror 
titles? 

3. the exceptional art of the too un- 
frequently seen Ron Randall? 

4. a reprint that actually progresses 
the current story line? 

§. a filler where the true main char- 
acter only appears in one panel of the 
story? 

6. a portfolio under the guise of 
“Special Poster Gallery,” as if we are all 
going to cut up our comic books? 
(Chuckle) 

From these six items | hope you get 
the idea that you put out an exceptional 
issue, because you did. 

Adam Burchess 

1004A Westover Dr. 

Greenville, NC 27834 

NEXT: Swamp Thing returns to 

Louisiana and Abby for a little bit of that 

ol’ black magic! (And other strange stuff, 

too!) Take care, everyone, and we'll see 
you then—Karen 


Part III (Finally!) 


A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A 
CARTOONIST/COMMUTER/ 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR 


9:22 After a brisk walk covering the 
roughly half-mile distance between 
Grand Central Station and DC's offices 
at 666 Fifth Avenue (a nice enough 
building, but the “dimples” on the cast 
metal panes that decorate its exterior 
make it appear to have a terminal 
case of acne), a short elevator ride 
takes me to the eighth floor. I enter our 
reception area, say good morning to 
Ruthie (our receptionist) and Clark 
(“Clark” is a life-size dummy of Clark 
Kent which permanently occupies a 
chair in our waiting room, endlessly 
reading the same page of the same 
newspaper), and head up the long 
hallway toward my office. 

“Morning, Tom. Your place or 
mine?” We meet for a few minutes each 
morning to update each other on the 
previous days events and see if we can 
head off whatever calamities are 
brewing this day. As Managing Editor, 
Tom Condon is responsible for 
schedules, creator contracts, and 
much of the business of our 
department. 

“Yours. I'll be up in a few minutes.” 

“No rush, I'm going to get acupa 
coffee first anyway.” 

I continue down the way to my digs. 
“Morning, Julie.” 

“You're late!’ 

“I'm never late, Julie, the train was 
late!’ Actually, that's Julie’s pet line, 
but I like it well enough to swipe it. 
9:27 Coffee cups filled and at hand, 
Tom and I start the day. Minor 
problems have developed in the 
ongoing contractual talks with Don 
McGregor (Questworld) and Dan 
Jurgens (Booster Gold). I like both 
concepts and offer some solutions in 
the hope that we can resolve the 
problems and move on. Editor Alan 
Gold wants to change the date of his 
Justice League of America Annual. The 
projected story line ties in with the 
November cover-dated issue of Crisis 
on Infinite Earths and should be 
released on the October cover-date for 
maximum benefit. 

“Aces with me, Tom. Check with 
distribution people and Paul (Levitz).” 


ON SALE THE 


CHECK 


WEEK OF MAY 23 
LisT 


O SWAMP THING 39: Swamp Thing 
vs. a hideous water entity that makes 
“Jaws” seem tame! 


The Loser’s Special (also tied in to 
Crisis ) has to be released on either the 
September or the October schedule. 
September is better creatively, but 
some of our marketing folk think 
October makes more sense for them. 
It's Marketing Director Bruce Bristow’s 
call, but he’s at a sales meeting in Las 
Vegas and not due back for overa 
week. We'll try to get him on the phone 
later. (When we talk to Bruce later that 
day, he goes with creative and opts for 
September. Yeah! One for the good 
guys!) 

10:00 Planning schedule meeting in 
V.P. Paul Levitz's office. A group of 
high-level people go over our current 
schedules to see if we're making them 
(we are—barely, in some cases) and 
project releases, cancellations, new 
launches, potential problems and 
opportunities in the months ahead. 
Our planning schedule extends to 
March 1986. Of course, some of it is 
just wishful thinking at this early date. 
11:00 Back in my office I delay my 
three daily 20-minute meetings with 
individual editors in order to interview 
@ young man I met recently in Atlanta 
who was interested in learning more 
about comics editorial work. An hour 
in or near my office will confirm for him 
that it isn’t all fun and games. 

11:20 Interview over, I call Alan Gold 
in 20 minutes late for his Tuesday, 
11:00 meeting. All of DC’s editors and 
associate editors have weekly 
scheduled meetings with me so wecan 
discuss problems and/or solutions in 
their individual areas of 
responsibility. Spurof-the-moment 
meetings (some in the hallway, some 
behind closed doors) attend to the 
emergencies that often crop up and 
cen’t wait until the next scheduled 
meeting. Back to Alan Gold: lack of 
space, of course, prohibits my 
detailing the e 20 minutes. We 
focus on script problems ina projected 
mini-series revival of Jason’s Quest, a 
title last published by DC in the 60s, 
and talk about some future plans for 
Blue Devil, DC’s 1984 sleeper hit. 
11:40 Sal Amendola’s turn. After 
some run-of-the-mill discussions of his 
Talent Showcase, I remind Sal that he 
promised a short piece for this column 
outlining our plans for the final phase 
of our current talent search. He 
promises delivery soon. (You'll seeitin 
the next week or two.) 

12:00 Nick Cuti tells me we're having 


O BATMAN AND THE OUTSIDERS 

24: A deadly meeting between 
Metamorpho and Simon Stagg! 

O GREEN LANTERN 191: The 
Predator’s secret revealed! 

O SGT. ROCK 403: Why does evil seek 
sanctuary in a house of God? 

OC WARLORD 96: The return of 
Machiste and Mariah, while the ruler 
of New Atlantis unleashes a sinister 
spell! 

O BLUE DEVIL 15: Meet the 
Vanquisher—courtesy of Jock Verner! 


problems getting covers out of Neal 
Adams for the extremely popular 
Deadman deluxe reprints. (So what 
else is new?) We do everything we can 
to give him more time. The covers he 
does are often worth t ffort it takes 
to get them. 
12:30 Lunch! I seldom eatin the office. 
I believe it helps to reduce the stress to 
get away at least for a short time each 
day. 
1:45 Back from lunch. Took some 
extra time today ... I have a lighter- 
than-usual afternoon. From now until 
my three o'clock appointment I will 
close my office door and go through 
the huge stacks of paper (scripts, art, 
memoes, letters, etc.) that pile up on 
every flat surface in my office. It's clear 
I need more file space ... and more 
trash baskets. I make some headway 
with my “in” tray, managing to move 
most (but never all) of the letters, 
memoes, and copies of this week's 
cover production to their next 
destination. I also puta stack of unread 
script presentations in my portfolio ... 
something to do on my hour-and-a- 
half commutes. 
3:00 I meet with Matt Wagner, who is 
writing and drawing a Demon four- 
issue mini-series for us. Matt is 
the writer/artist of Mage,published by 
Comico, and is a good storyteller. He 
came to us with a very interesting idea 
that will redefine the Demon character 
and we bought it. Now he’s showing 
me the pencils for the first issue (I love 
‘em) and discussing cover ideas. 
4:30 Time for my “Let's go out fora 
beer” meeting with Frank Miller. 
Getting out of my office is the only way 
Ican guarantee an uninterrupted hour 
of talk on an important project, and 
this project is important. Frank has 
contracted to write and draw a three- 
issue (48 pages each) set of Batman 
books in a brand-new format (which I 
won't talk too much about here)! To 
give you an idea: book one opens 
sometime in the future with Bruce 
Wayne and Police Commissioner 
James Gordon meeting in a bar to 
drink a toast to the Batman ... who was 
last seen ten years ago! Don’t miss it. 
You've never seen a Batman like this 
one! 
5:40 Time to dash off to get the 6:07 
home. 
7:45 I walk in the door from my 
garage into the kitchen. My wife Marie 
kisses me hello, hands me the phone. 

“It's Roy Thomas, dear...” 

Thank you and good afternoon. 


O WHO'S WHO 6: Doctors—Fate, 
Occult, Polaris, Light, Midnight, and 
more! 

O TALENT SHOWCASE 18: Two 
action-packed tales! 

DO INFINITY, INC. 17: Mr. Bones was 
only the beginning, now meet the rest 
of Helix! 

O NEW TEEN TITANS 11: The secret of 
Kole,plus a hint of horrors to come from 
Brother Blood! 
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12 WAYS TO FIGHT ACNE 


WITH ONE SINGLE DROP. 
* ACNE 12-Nothing works faster to clear 


up your pimples. * Unclogs pores to 
clear acne. ® Kills bacteria on the surface 
and in pores. * Dries up acne pimples. 
* Allows skin to heal. * Reduces 
blackheads. © Dries up excess o1 
* Gives you better skin. 


* Penetrates pores quickly to help 
clear up acne below the skin's surface. 
* Helps prevent new pimples from 
forming. * Fights acne with benzoyi 
peroxide, there’s nothing more 
effective. ¢ With benzoy! peroxide, 

it's clinically proven. 


This scan was made possible 
thanks to a generous donation 
from Stubby’s Collection 


